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Hello everyone! | am writing this in February and
in around a month, winter will end. This is actually
my first time experiencing the full winter season in
Japan and it has only snowed once so far - this is
quite different for me.

It snowed just last week. | was surprised because
it suddenly started to snow while | was walking. It
was windy and a lot of snow fell, but it was not cold
enough for the snow to stick right away. The next
morning, | saw snow on rooftops and on the tops of
trees but the day after that, all traces of snow were
gone.

We get snow more often in New York and
sometimes we get blizzards. A lot of heavy snow
falls and it becomes hard to see. Because it is so cold,
inches of snow collect on the ground and we have to
walk more slowly. It can get dangerous several days
later, when the cold weather begins to freeze any
melting snow. We are often warned about “black ice”
in those cases. This ice freezes in patches over the
ground and is called “black” because it is clear and we
can see the black road through it. It is very slippery
and hard to notice, so everyone walks more carefully.
Occasionally, there are days when schools are closed
due to harsh snowy weather. Commuting can
become difficult so students look forward to these
“snow days.”

| think winter in Fukuoka is milder than winter in
New York and the air is not nearly so dry, but | do miss
seeing the snowy landscapes of New York.

Thank you for reading this column!

«This is a picture of Central Park in New York City in winter
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