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Hello, Mivako-machi!

ALT #&1Z vol.53
by Lorén Niu

Hello everyone! I am often asked what I am interested in about Japan and how I like living
here. So this month, I'd like to talk about this.

[ think the traditional parts of Japanese culture are the most interesting. Things like calligraphy, tea
ceremony, kimono, and flower arranging. In university, when I studied Japanese, I could also learn a little about
these things, too. And since coming to Japan, I have had the chance to experience them, too! This is thanks
to the people around me. I have also seen exciting taiko and kagura performances, made bamboo lanterns for a
festival, and I could also experience making sushi from a local professional sushi master!

Miyako Town is a beautiful place with lots of mountains, trees, and rice fields. I can see all of these on my
way to each of the schools that I visit. I have had wonderful experiences with teachers from school who have
taken me on drives through winding mountain roads and who have taken me on the most refreshing hikes
here. I have even learned about rice harvesting when a teacher from school invited me to join rice harvesting
in Saigawa! I am very grateful to all of the people who have thought to invite me and share all of these special
experiences with me. I came to Japan because I wanted to try living here for a time and have lots of meaningful
life experiences while I'm here. I think I definitely am doing so. And I hope to have many more of these
experiences, too!

Thank you for reading this column!
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