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Hello Mivako-machi! )

ALT/BME vol.40 4
by Lorén Niu'®"

Hello everyone! Recently | went to a Kinkarakawakami (gold-embossed wallpaper) workshop,

so this month I'd like to tell you about that experience.

The workshop was held at Kyukurauchitei. This is a beautiful fraditional house in Chikujo Town. My friend,
Leanne, who works for Chikujo Town, invited me and another friend to the workshop. | really like art, so | was
excited fo go.

We each got an 18cm by 12cm sheet of fin foil attached to paper. The paper was prepared for us
beforehand, so we were able to go straight to the embossing. We got to choose our composition for our paper
from a large woodblock roller. This block of wood had an intricate floral design carved into it. We chose an area
and taped our paper down. Then, we embossed the paper by hitting it repeatedly with a mallet-like brush. We
were told to make sure to hit the paper head-on. If not, the paper could shift around and mess up the design.
After completely embossing our papers, they were left to dry and then coated with a golden varnish.

After fully drying, the final (and most time-consuming!) step was painting. | chose a red plum color and a
cream color to paint mine. At first, | thought about painting a dark background with light accents, but | decided
to do a gradation instead. The room was silent as we all painted, dried, and painted our papers again. We
were all so focused and the time just breezed by. Before we knew it, we'd been painting for two whole hours. |
thoroughly enjoyed the process and | was quite happy with my final piece. | would love to do it again!

Thank you for reading this column!
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