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‘Hello Miyako-machi!

ALT #1E vol.38"
by ALY F477=— Z1—

Hello Miyako Town!

Hello everyone! It is once again the fime of year of Miyako Town's English speech contest. At the time I'm
writing this, we've just held the contest and so I'd like to share some of my thoughts about it.

Contests like this are such a great experience for students. The participants were junior high school students
of Miyako Town. The confest had two sections: a recitation section and an original speech section. The
students got the chance to give their speeches before a live audience, as well as a panel of judges.

| think going up on a stage and delivering a speech in front of a room full of people is an amazing feat. It
takes a lot of courage to do public speaking in front of so many unfamiliar faces, especially if you've never
done it before. And these students did so in an entirely different language. | think that is really brilliant.

| worked with these students one-on-one throughout the summer. And so, | got to see their progress firsthand.
Every student got better and befter with every practice session. | could clearly see the fime and effort they
put into preparing their speeches. The best thing any one of us can do, when it comes to anything really, is to
put in the best effort that we can give.

In the end, | hope the students found the experience worthwhile and are inspired to continue to challenge
themselves in the future.

Thank you for reading this column!
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