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Hello Mivako-machi

Hello Miyako Town!
Hello everyone! As you may know, | enjoy learning
Japanese. So this month, I'll talk about studying

Japanese.

Recently, | baked cakes
with a friend, using recipes
written in Japanese. It
" was fun deciphering the
instructions. | also learned a

whole new set of Japanese

words related to baking. The
most interesting word | learmed was * 7*— KL ,” from
French, meaning “powder.” It sounds like the English
word “poodle” (the dog), but in a baking context
that obviously makes no sense! This kind of thing
happens often, so deciphering Japanese sometimes
feels like solving a puzzle. While studying, | often
come across sentences that | don’t fully understand.
When this happens, | look at the sentence in parts. |
fry to see which parts go together, look up kanji and
words | don’t recognize, and then see how the main
idea comes together. Longer sentences can be
especially fun to try to understand.

The best way to learn any language is fo surround
yourself with that language. You can listen to
music, watch movies or TV shows, or read books or
comics in that language. Studying through practical
applications, such as carrying out instructions written
in Japanese, are a great way to learn. | think
becoming familiar with reading Japanese recipes,
for example, is worthwhile. This is because it opens
access to making all kinds of Japanese dishes
or desserts that may not be available in English.
Because I'm in Japan, Japanese is everywhere, and
Japanese writing is on just about everything. So,
there are countless things | can study from. With
the internet, there are countless more materials,
available in any language you can think of. If you
are interested in learning a language, | recommend
going beyond just studying from a textbook. You
may find other ways to study a language that are
more fun for you.

Thank you for reading this column!
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