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Hello Miyvako-machi!

“ALT #&¢ vol.35
by OLY F477=— —a—

Hello everyone! This month, I'd like to talk to you about English pronunciation. Last fime | falked
a little about vowels. This time, I'll talk about the pronunciation of ‘I" and ‘r" at the beginning of words.

For many Japanese people, these sounds are difficult fo tell apart. But for English speakers, there is a clear
difference between them.

Japanese has the sounds “ 5, Y, %, 11, A" In Romaji, they are written with an as “ra, ri, ry, re, ro.’
But actually, these sounds are closer to “la, i, lu, le, 0" in English. We can hear this a little more clearly when
we pronounce “ 5, , %, 1,5 " slowly. But these sounds are still a little different. When we say “ 5 ," our
fongues tfouch the top of our mouths and we don't touch our teeth. But when we say “la,” our tongues touch
the top of our mouths and the back of our top teeth.

u ”

When we pronounce it's completely different. We raise the backs of our tongues and the ftips of our

tfongues don't touch ony‘rhmg. Also, we round our mouths fo make the sound more clear.

“L" and "r" sounds are often converted to “ =, 1), Jl, L, O " in katakana. This is a nice way to introduce
foreign objects or ideas to Japan, but it turns “I" and “r" into the same sound. Translating those sounds back
intfo English can become confusing as well. There are many English words that differ only by one sound, such
as “light” and “right,” “liver” and “river,” and “flute” and "“fruit.” If we end up using the same sound for those
first letters, these words would all end up sounding the same. It can be difficult for both Japanese people
and English speakers to caftch the words being spoken. English pronunciation may seem too difficult, but just
like with any other skill, consistent practice will lead to improvement. The best way to improve is to practice
a little every day. When | began studying Japanese, * J & " was the most difficult sound for me to say. But |
practiced alot and now | can say it. So, | know that you can do it too!

Thank you for reading this column!

BREA.CAICEIR | SRIFFEEDRZICOVTELEVWERVE T LEIC BEFIZOVWTAUELE U S,

SEDFRFEICHD Tl & Tr] OFEFICOVWTELET,

Z<DEAANICEDT, ZOZDODEZXANTEI2DIFHUWTY, TEH. HEZFEITAICE DT, mEDRICILEA
SHREVWN B Y ET,

BAZEICIE 50 -5 -1-5] OFNRHYET, O—YFCTlE lra-ri-ru-re-ro] DLDIC, Tr] TEHN
TWEY, THEIX. NODEIFERED Ma-li-lu-le-lo) [SEVWTYT, [H5-Y-5-N-5] ZPO><KURE
D&, EIDPUIEODTVERBICAEFT, TE. COBERFEDPLEVNET, 5] &EES &, FA=B5DOFIFODNLERIC
N, w\ICEFMNELEA, TE. Tlal &EES&. EEDOFIRXODLERICE LEHDEBAICEDETET,

lr] OREOHEHIE. Fo2<BLET, EOEIELIFTEOEI[MCEMNELA, ZUT. BEF>TUSTH
SEHICONKEZERSLET,

My & Irl OFIE AFAFT IS - U )b L -0 IZBBEINDIZENRELLHY
F9, NFAEDHLUWEDRT7A TT7ZHARITBNITIRVWAETIN M & Ir]

--‘—|—.|_ -
¥ T
= m

ZRIVEICEATULEVET, TNSDOFZREICHRUVET DERELZE < AREMEN ) ]
HUET, —DDBREITHERDREORELLLSASYET., FIAE Tlight (5B)J i

& Tright (B)1.Tliver (FFi&)1 & Triver UID1Tlice (¥532)1 & Trice (Z8R) Y
RETT, ZNBANNTERAUZICLTUES & CNSOBEFLBAELC &S IR
CATUFEVWEYT, BAAEREBEFEITAL, BFINTVIEEZHSIMDDEELL
M LNEB A, BEORZFELTEZLSICEONZHEULNEBAN, HORF
WERL LIS, BENICHETZETHETEZTLLI. BALLTEHETZN ¥ i,
R—BBVKETETT., MHOARBEEMBUBRHEES, [U &) BHNESOH—F ' |
#UNETUR, TE, E<IABBEUTEASLSCARYELE. BOT. BRI A

How to pronounce

LTTBERVET !
CHASLEFATINTHYNESTTNET !

Two ways to pronounce
| use the solid line method.
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