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‘Rello Mivako-machi!

ALT #1E vol.317
by ALY F477=— —a—

Hello Miyako Town!

Hello everyone! This month, I'd like to talk about an interesting experience | had recently.

At the end of March,Yukie Kuwahara, who works as the Local Revitalization Cooperator for Miyako Town,
invited me to fry writing shakyo at Sairakuji, a local Buddhist temple in Saigawa. | am very interested in
calligraphy so | was excited to go! At Sairakuiji, we were greeted by Mr. Abe, the chief priest who takes care of
the temple. He was friendly and taught us lofs of different things. It was actually my first time visiting a temple
in Miyako Town and it was really nicelOne thing | really liked about this temple was the painfings on the large
sliding paper doors. Each painting was of a different Buddhist fable, feaching different moral lessons. Mr. Abe
told us the story of “King Shibi and the Dove” — the moral of which being that you can’t truly place a value on
a life because all are equal, whether powerful human or defenseless bird.

For the shakyo, we received two sheets of writing. Mr. Abe told us that monks think of the meaning of
the characters as they write. My understanding of Japanese is not at that level, however, so instead |
concenfrated on the strokes and the overall image of each character. | used a brush pen for the first time
and wrote on Japanese calligraphy paper. It took some fime to get used to using the brush pen but | soon
became very focused on writing. My writing was far from perfect, but it was a great experience and | am
grateful that Ms. Kuwahara arranged it for me. | would love to try shakyo again in the future.

Thank you for reading this column!
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