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Hello Miyako-maChi! ALT #&1E" vol.28"

Hello Miyako Town!

Hello everyone! | thought it would be interesting to talk about English pronunciation, so this month, I'm
going to talk a little about American English vowel sounds.

| think vowel sounds in Japanese are straightforward. To start, there are only five: &, Ly, 5, 2, and & .
And each of these characters only has one sound. But English vowels are much more complicated. There
are only five letters (a, e, i, 0, u), but around 20 different sounds. So this means, not every letter has only one
sound and vowel combinations make new sounds. For example, the letter, “a,” sounds different in each of
these words: “cat,” “father,” “late,” “about,” “call,” “share,” and “private.” Also, “au,” different from 4 —] in
Japanese, makes a new vowel sound. Native English speakers recognize the differences in these sounds, but
it's hard for Japanese students. Actually, even the English pronunciation of my name, “Lorén,"” is different from
“AaL . (The "o" sounds like the “a” in “about” and this is a special vowel called “schwal™)

| often see Japanese students use katakana to write pronunciation hints above English words. But the 5
Japanese vowels can't represent all 20 English vowels. So, many English vowels get changed. For example,
“fan” and “fun” both become " 7 7>/ ," and “track” and “truck” both become " k= w7 ." Many words
can get mixed up this way. So this can make it hard for people to understand each other. But | do believe
that patience and consistent practice will go a long way, and having an open mind will help us improve our
communication with one another.

Thank you for reading this column!

BRI A, CHICEIR | HEORZOEITABVERS7ZDOT, SRET7 XU AREOFFICOVWTHUELET,
HAZEF, BEEFBEHEIZEBVET, £TIE IH. L\ S0 2. 1 O5DI2UHMBYEERA. ZUT. COXFIEFE
NEN—DDHEBEUNHBY EFHA. TE., FEDRBIFETHERMTT, la. e i. 0. Ul DE5DDXFEULHRNITE,
20<B5VDEBNRBYET, DFY., TIRTOXZFIC—DDEFULHIBRULDIFTTIERLS, BEOHAENETHLLE
[CRWET, BIRIE. Tal &WDXFIF Tcatl. lfatherl. Tlatel. laboutl. Tcalll. Tsharel. Tprivate] &WSE
EBCTETESERTELET, LT, Taul EVWSDIFARED [F—1 EESHUVWBEDEICRYET, F—T17
ZE=H—FZDEBVWERH L TOEITN, BRADZEEICE > TIFELWI & T, EI&, FADRR] Tlorénl DHEE
TOHEREIX. BFRED OL V] EIHEVWKT, (20 Tol (& laboutl d lal EEUHEET. Ischwal &L\ D4R
BERNDTT )

HARANDEFHEENREDEED LICATNT TREDAEEZELDELLENTET, TE. 5DUNRVERE
DEETIE. 20H2HEDREIRNTERT CENTITFBA. TOEHD.Z<DEEOHBENZTEINTUEVET,
BIZIE, Tfanl & Tfunl FEE5E D7) [T8Y, Ttrackl & Ttruckl IF@EAEE ThSv ol ITBRVET, C
DESICZBLDEENERRBVINDCENBVET, BDT. AYDEEVEERTDICEZH U TIERENENHY
T, THREBVSHEMBE LIRS L TOLERVTEZ LN
SEVDIZI 173 VzaETHEITRIIDERBVET,

COIATLEFATINTHYRESTETVET |
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