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'Hello Miyako-machi®
i i d e e b e s 0 el s i i A Y éfzv_ol.zzj__f:;_.- /

Hello Miyako Town! -

Hello everyone! In August, | was invited to join a volunteering event in Chikujo Town. It was fo design
bamboo lanterns for an upcoming lantern festival in the town.

First, we went from the design site to a nearby bamboo forest. We cut the bamboo stalks info thirds with a
saw. We returned to the design site and began to turn the bamboo into lanterns. We had to make openings
for where the candles would go. To do this, we made two cuts using a saw, and then used a chisel and a
mallet to knock a block of the bamboo out. If we set it up correctly, the block would come out with only one
hit of the chisel. We were surprised to see how easily we could do it!

To make the designs, we used drills and a jigsaw. | don't think I'd used power tools since the time | built a
robot in the 12th grade. But | felt comfortable using the tools and | liked using the jigsaw the best. It was hard
for me to make a design using only a drill to make a pattern, but with the jigsaw, | could make designs out
of drawings. | thought of New York and drew a cityscape, then used the jigsaw to cut the design out of the
bamboo. | was happy with my design and | wish | could’ve seen the final product lit up with candles!

Thank you for reading this column!
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