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Hello Miyako-machi!

ALT #1527 vol.21/
by ALY F477=— Z1—

Hello Miyako Town!

Hello everyone! This month, I'd like to falk to you about the word, “OK,” in English. “OK" is such a simple
word, but it can be used in many ways. The most common way is to say that something is just alright — not
particularly good or bad. This is like the Japanese word, “ £ &% £ & .” For example, if | say, “the movie was
okay,” this means | didn't dislike the movie, but | didn't really like it either — * ZOMBEZFHETH T LIc.” But
the way you say it can change the meaning. For example, if | say, “the movie was okay” in a positive tone of
voice, this means the movie was better than | thought it would be. But if | say this with a disappointed tone of
voice, this means the movie was not as good as | expected.

Another usage of "OK” is * T &/ o H 2 fc/ LW L> & " in Japanese. For example, when making plans, if
someone says, “How about we meet at the station?” (BRT&=WE L & 5 H 7 ), we can say, “OK, let's meet
therel” (WWNTF Ha, £S5 L EF L & S! )inresponse. We also use “"OK” to show acknowledgement in
conversations. Even when we disagree, we show that we are listening to the speaker. | think this is like saying “ (&
W or” S5k "in Japanese conversations. “OK” can also mean “yes” or “no.” For example, a friend asks if you
want a snack. If you say, “OK,” then your friend will give you a snack. If you say, “It's okay” or “I'm okay,” then
your friend will not give you one.

There are many ways to use “OK" in English and nearly everyone in the US uses it often. Thank you for
reading this column. | hope you found it interesting!
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