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Hello Miyvako-machi!

Hello everyone! Since it's the end of December,
| thought it'd be nice to reflect on the things we're
thankful for this year. 2020 has been a hard year
for many people around the world, but while it's
important to be aware of the problems happening
in the world around us, | think it's also important for
us not to forget the good things that happen in our
daily lives.

I am thankful for the people around me and the
friends I've made at work. There are many kind
people at the schools at which | work, among
both English teachers and those who do not
teach English. I'm always happy to talk with my
cowaorkers, in English and in Japanese. | have been
frying to be less shy around everyone, and the
teachers who often talk with me never fail to make
me feel welcome. | enjoy listening to people’s
stories, learning new Japanese, and answering any
questions about myself or New York. My Japanese
is far from perfect, so I'm grateful for everyone who
is patient in speaking and listening to me.

| am also thankful for my family and my close
friends in New York. Even though | am so far away,
these people have continued to keep in touch

with me. We have video calls, send pictures, and

message often. Our video colls usu‘]"@II}/ go on for
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