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Hello Miyako-machi!

Hello everyone! This month, I'd like to tell you a
little about the time | studied abroad in Japan. |
took a three-week-long Japanese Film and Culture
My best friend and
| were really looking forward to taking this class

class in January, last year.
together. Everyone met at the airport and we left
New York on New Year's Day. We landed in Chiba
the day after. (Our first day of the new year was
spent on the plane!) This was my first fime traveling
to a different country so | was really excited! It was
a fourteen-hour-long plane ride so | was feeling
prefty tired, but | suddenly felt a burst of energy
when we landed. | couldn't wait tfo see what
Japan had in store!

We were in Kyonan, Chiba for the first week of
the program. We stayed at a beautiful areq, right
by Tokyo Bay. Even though we stayed in a small
town, there was lots to do! We visited a temple,
went on a hike to see a large stone Buddha (the
view there was beautiful), and learned about
haiku.

heavier than | expected!), made paper fans,

We pounded mochi (the mallet was

and saw a local festival performance and tried
taiko drumming. We journaled our everyday
experiences so we could reflect on our time there
and keep these memories with us in the future. I'm
very glad that | did because when | read my entries
over, | can imagine how | felt at the time and | can
experience everything all over again.

Thank you for reading this column! I'll write more
about my study abroad experience in next month's
issuel
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