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Hello Mivako-machi!

Hello Miyako Town!

Hello everyone! Today, I'd like to tell you about the
time | experienced rice planting.

Mr. Eguchi invited me to join him in helping his
friends, Mr. and Mrs. Takao, with planting rice for their
rice fields. |said yes, of course! It was very nice to see
Mr. and Mrs. Takao again and | also met some of their
relatives.

Instead of planting rice by hand, they used a rice
planting machine(?). They had planted rice in many.
planters beforehand, so the:machine made it very.
convenient to plant the sprouts in rows on their
fields. They told me about how they had to plant
rice by hand in the past because they didn’t'have this
machine. |'learned that in the past, students were
given a day off from school so that they could help
their families with rice-planting at home. It would
take several days with only a few people working on
the fields. I'm glad that inventions like this machine
exist so that it is easier for everyone who has to work
on a field.

Because we!didn’t have to do any planting by hand,
most of the work was just taking the rice sprouts out
of the planters, loading them up onto the machine,
and cleaning the planters after. Even so, it took nearly
a full working day to complete all 4 fields. | often
pass by many fields on my way to two of my schools,
and | had always thought it all looked so peaceful as'
breezed by on the train, but now | realize how much
time and energy is put into planting these fields,
even more so without the assistance of a machine. |
really respect people who dedicate themselves to
cultivating crops and caring for land.

Thank you for reading this column!
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