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Emi-chan’s Journal: )y, I've been away

T =5 ADBE : FNERVEIC

FLORENREVE Lfce —FEICRIDICTI Y LT, —#EICHEEBEMELTE
LDOBLDITHERY EWERWET, KALKBBLLET !

ETAT. BB ATARICR IO SEFEBMREET, &I, Z1—3—7IcW 3
BEERERMAELDICLE Lz, ADBELDIC. BEHRILCRITEAT. ACHAELT.
WDOEBY DEFIMHNTVWAEL D TLI, KELFELIE. BODETHERAICEDAZ
HMYBEVDAIEDY TEHE DT, LH L. D LT DEEOBERBOERMARLS E> T, &
BDEELEDLO>TEX LIc, BEMSETRENMEEL T, FHAEFEFN T FHILLKRE
DTET. EZORBRAREETELF LA T L, RLICZ2—T—TVDREELDRFET
M5IEWADKCHEE Lz, 16T MulzEEn] EOSEBHKREMYE LTz, PHAT K b
ELZ#b%MZﬁﬁ%bt( s E LTz, BREBEVITROEND > TT, BLEBRWERLCE L, —F#% &

HDELKGEYVE L, DBDEARA FENBREADERDHIR/Y E LI E. FMIEETITHEL 2T, ¥
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HENDHOEATLI, FZEFRCHEHEF > TVE Lc, TN TH. REE—RBWBHILFB T ETELFLAT
LTz, BUBZBENTHARISKRADIE. EXSNGEWEEICRUWMERG DI, POV RELND Y T L. H5K. Z
DREEFIERICHELWNERCET,

TlE. RBE2VWE L&D~ !
The new school year has just started. I" m excited to meet all the new students and hope we

can have fun studying English together. Let” s do our best!

I' ve been in Japan almost five years now. When I first came, I tried to keep in touch with
everyone back in New York. Everything seemed to continue as usual without me there; people
I knew lived in the same places and worked at the same jobs. When we talked, the subjects of
conversation were all people I knew. But little by little, people didn’ t talk to me as often, and
things back home began to change. Suddenly my friends were getting married, having babies,
making new friends, and I couldn’ t be there to share that with them. Suddenly our conversations
were full of stories featuring people I didn” t know. It was the first taste of what it meant to move
away from home. And then, the first person close to me passed away. I wanted to be there with
everyone, to comfort and be comforted. I felt so far away, so helpless. A year later, my father in
law passed away. My husband, Nate, went back for his father’ s funeral, but I had to work. And a
few weeks ago, my grandmother passed away at 95 years of age. She was such a special person,
who had lived through so much, and shaped so much of who I became. We were even born on
the same day. But I wasn’ t able to go home to be with my family. Being in Japan, so far away
from ‘home’ has, in most ways, been an incomparably wonderful experience. But it does not come
without sacrifice, and sometimes the price feels so very dear.

Well then, lets meet again next month, shall we?
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The 8th
Bamboo shoot festival
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