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‘Hello Mivako-machi
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ALT &1 vol.4

Hello everyone! | have been working at junior high
schools in Miyako Town for about two months now, and
in this time | have noticed several differences between
schools in Japan and schools in America.

The school years begin in different seasons: the
Japanese school year begins in April, in spring, but
in New York, the school year begins in September, in
autumn. Junior high school students here are older
than students in America. In Japan, students typically
enter junior high school at age 12, whereas in New York,
students enter at age 10 or 11. For example, students
born between January 1, 2005 and December 31, 2005
are in the same school year in America, but in Japan,
students born between April 2, 2005 and April 1, 2006
are in the same school year. It is interesting for me that
students born in different years here study together in
the same grade.

Japanese schools also have Sports and Cultural
Festivals. These do not exist in America. | attended the
Cultural Festival at Saigawa Junior High School. The first
year classes gave important presentations about safety,
one second year class had a lovely musical performance
using only bells and the other had an energetic dance
show with lights, and the third year students had a
funny, lively play. It was interesting seeing the students’
performances and artwork, and everyone looked like
they had fun. It was also great to see all the students
from different classes and grades sing together. | had
never seen this before and | thought it was really nice.

There are also a few other differences I've seen
that I'd like to talk about at a later time.

Thank you for reading this column! Next month,
I will talk about some holidays that are celebrated

towards the end of the year in America!
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