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ALT &1 vol.3

Hello everyone! Now that autumn has arrived
and the next school semester has started, I'd like to
talk about my experience with summer festivals here
and how it has been different from my summers in
New York.

To start, the atmosphere of Miyako machi (and
Yukuhashi City where | live) is usually quite calm.
New York City is generally busy and you can often
hear the sounds of bustling traffic, people talking, and
airplanes flying overhead. Here, drivers rarely blow
their car horns, there are fewer people who walk
on the street, and | hardly ever hear the sound of
airplanes. However, the summer festivals bring a very
lively kind of energy to the area.

In August, | went to a couple of summer festivals
and saw fireworks displays for the first time in Japan.
There is nothing quite like this in America. The closest
thing is perhaps the grand fireworks celebrations on
the Fourth of July (or Independence Day), a national
holiday that celebrates the day America became its
own country. There are large-scale fireworks displays
held for the general public, but often residents hold
their own private picnics, barbecues, and fireworks
events and these are usually smaller get-togethers
among friends and family. The summer festivals |
went to here in Fukuoka had lots of different food
stalls and there were many people dressed in yukata.
The food was delicious (as the food tends to be here)
and | thought the yukata designs were all beautiful.

Thank you for reading this column! Next month,
I will talk about some of the differences between

Japanese schools and American schools!
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