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Hello everyone! It" s been getting colder, hasn’ t it? Recently I was able to enjoy a special town-
wide open house in Saigawa, in which you could go to various workshops, meet local craftsmen, see
their work and taste local specialties. I was able to taste ‘Jibiya’ curry, and some delicious smoked
cheese and bacon. I saw how to make soy sauce in the old traditional way. As expected, both the
strong, dark first press and lighter second press were very tasty!

Along the way in Sakiyama, I saw an old red brick bridge along the Heisei Chikuho Railway line for
the first time. I don’ t know anything about it really, but it was interesting, so I’ d like to learn more
about its history. At a workshop called Fujimi, I saw the world’ s first guitar made from bamboo.
The craftsman himself played it for us, and we got to enjoy its beautiful sound.

Surprisingly, many of the people who we met said that they read this column every month! Could
I possibly even have a few fans?! Hahaha. Actually, sometimes I wonder if there are some specific
things that my readers want to read. So if there’ s anything you’ d like me to write about, please
let me know! That’ s all for now, so please look forward to next month too!
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