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Hello everyone! It’ s finally cooled down, and feels like autumn. I'" m
looking forward to the fall colors this year. Anyway, last month was the English

PIERRERERL

Speech Contest. All the students tried their best. Whether they were able to
win or not, they all strengthened their English ability. I admire that willingness
to take on a challenge. Learning a new language is one of the hardest things
you can do, but the rewards are endless.

Actually, this month’ s column is the 50th one. When I realized that, I
was kind of surprised. It doesn’ t seem like I" ve written that many. When
I went back and re-read the very first column, it was super nostalgic. The

me of four years ago was still so bad at even basic Japanese that despite it

taking forever to write and translate the column, it was still nothing but mistakes. (Thankfully, my kind
supervisor and co-workers always helped me fix it into proper Japanese.) While it" s certainly not that I
never make mistakes now, generally I can write what I want to write. Finally being able to communicate
easily from my heart in a language other than my mother tongue is a moving experience.

Anyway! Miyako schools just held their Culture Festival, so please look forward to next month’ s
column!
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