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Hello everyone! Recently, I was finally able to go see Himeji Castle. Ever since coming to Japan I
have wanted to go, but never had the chance. But recently we went to Tokyo, so on the return trip
we were able to see it along the way. Speaking of which, actually for the return trip, my husband
Nato-kun and I used the Seishun 18 Kippu! Maybe we seem a little crazy, but it was cheap and I
figured it would be an adventure! And it was, but of course it took a lot of time to take only local
trains. Due to the heavy rain disaster, at some places in Hiroshima prefecture the train lines didn’

t go through to the next station, so we were driven the long way around by bus. Even still, I was
determined to visit Himeji Castle.

That day was dangerously hot. Inside the castle, it felt like a sauna. Even so, there were
quite a few tourists. Despite all that, the moment I caught sight of that beautiful, white castle, I
didn’ t mind all that discomfort:-- is what I d like to say, but when I entered the outdoor bathroom
and sat down, the seats were HEATED!!! Seriously, I thought I was going to die. Other than
that, though, the visit was quite enjoyable, haha. It really is a beautiful castle. I thought it was
wonderful how the original interior was preserved so carefully. Before getting back on the train,
I bought some cute crane origami earrings, a keychain of Shiromaru-hime, Himeji" s mascot
character, and other things at the omiyage shop. I’ d really love to go visit again sometime.

Well, pretty soon the English Speech Contest will be held, so please look forward to next month!
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