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Emi-chan’s journal:

T=5B»ADBEE:: Xt

HRREA. CAICBER BEBEIDUTESUWNWKRTNEKRE I,
BERESERULVR ! AIE. BAEICDWTERZIADIZWC ENGD
EEVFEURZ, RE.SET=FMMBEHXULIEDIC. KL [HdHh. P>
(EDOEARZEICEZEBNTRVR] ERRUET. FIXIE. BO0%
ZRBTETY, TEIC, Z1—TF—IARBVICEEICAHDGTF
BB DIFHZELAET. UHU. (FEAEDHARAIFEDOSIT
B5TULLEDN BOSURBWKLDTY ., ENTFEZRDDIFHEFE
Ed VR, RELUEBBRIMMR<IRNWT T, oo BET—HE(C
BARATWVWBAN, FAICBRT(C. KERMHASHDIMICENNZES
£, WH5E. ZH—BEERUIWIIZEBOTVRITE., FhDiFHZ
HMSIBRVDT . EEENNBRONIDIZEDTZDTDDTY . €D [,
CDOANE. CNMFERETDIC B2V ] EBWVWET., HEEEBATEIWIZBEBARSNRNC &R
TULFEWET, HRADEBLEDOEWZNS., £S5 UMV BEDBARXILICDWTUD EEXTLIES,
CDZERBUVNENTVE U, S5 THDTE. BEAARARLICTZKIENET,

KRBl ClEDDhZER[DWVERDEZIGAE IS EHFA T IEE LR~ !

Hello, everyone! In just a little while, we'll be seeing Spring-like weather. | hope it comes
soon! Last time, | mentioned that there were still some things about Japanese culture that I
d like to understand better. Actually, even though I've been in Japan for three years, there
are still times | feel that, after all, | still haven’t gotten used to Japanese culture. For instance,
regarding telling others your wants. Usually, New Yorkers just directly say their true feelings
and preferences. In contrast, it seems most Japanese people don’t. They're showing humility,
but when trying to decide plans or please someone, I've had quite a few experiences of
confusion. Like when eating a meal, and someone I'm eating with takes food from the serving
plate and, without asking, puts it on my plate. I'm sure they think it's the tastiest morsel, but
because they don’t know my tastes, often it's actually something | don’t like! At that time, |
think, “that’s probably what they like:-- what a waste!” In the end, no one gets to eat what they
like. And since it’s all because of Japanese kindness, | can only laugh! That'’s the kind of thing
| realize when | think about everyday Japanese culture. Even so, of course | admire Japanese
culture very much.

Next time, I'll tell you about the time | realized the power of the kotatsu, so join me again!
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