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Hello everyone! | hope you are all doing well. During Spring break, my husband’s sister and
another friend came to Japan for the first time for a visit! They are from Kansas, so other than American-
style sushi, they really didn't know much at all about Japanese culture. | wanted to introduce them to
the quintessential ‘Japan’, so | planned very carefully! It was interesting for me to be introducing Japan
for once, when it’s usually the other way around! | especially wanted to be able to eat all the basic kinds
of Japanese cuisine together at least once. By the end of their visit, we'd eaten all kinds of food, like
tonkatsu, sushi, tonkotsu ramen, and tempura. Surprisingly, most of it got a reaction of, “wow, this is
tasty!” | was so glad!

There were also many experiences and some of Japan’s famous places | wanted them to be able
to do and see, for example, Beppu'’s oldest hotspring bath, Takegawara onsen! At first, they were really
embarrassed about getting into an onsen, but afterwards, they both said “we really like onsens!” In the
end, we were able to experience many awesome things in just ten days. When it was all over, | was so
tired! But thankfully, they were able to enjoy many wonderful aspects of Japanese culture!

Join me again next time, when I'll talk about this year’s hanami experience!
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