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Hello everyone! When you think about visiting a particular foreign country for the first time, is there
a certain place that makes you think, “that's what | most want to see!”? Maybe in America, it's the
Grand Canyon, or in Australia, the Great Barrier Reef. Well, for me, that place in Japan was Yakushima.
Recently, | was able to go there for the first time.

We took the ferry from Kagoshima, from which we could see very beautiful scenery, like Mt. Sakurajima
and Mount Kaimondake. When we arrived in Yakushima, we decided to walk to our hotel because the
weather wasn't bad. But! Only a few minutes later, it started to rain very, very hard! We had umbrellas,
but it didn't matter! By the time we reached out hotel, our clothes and bags were totally soaked. Only
our heads were dry! It was very funny. While in Yakushima, we visited Yakusugi Land, where we hiked
through the forest and saw many impressively old cedars. They were very beautiful. We also enjoyed
some of the island’s famous hot spring baths, including Onoaida onsen, which was very, very hot, and
Hirauchi onsen, where we soaked our feet in the wonderful open air pools right next to the ocean. We
looked for beach glass, shells and hermit crabs on Nakama and Yudomari beaches. | really enjoyed my
trip to Yakushima, and hope | can return again someday!

Join me again next time, when I'll talk about hiking Mt. Umagatake!
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