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Hi everyone! It’s starting to feel like winter. | am looking forward
to trying a kotatsu for the first time! Last month, | climbed Mount
Yufudake. The view was very beautiful!

Today, | will talk about my experiences learning Japanese. | have
been interested in Japanese culture and language for a long time, and
several years ago | decided to start learning Japanese on my own. As
an artist, kanji’s beautiful form appealed to me. But after moving to
Japan three months ago, | realized that what | had studied was not
always useful for everyday speaking! For instance, | studied kanji
from a workbook that began with radicals like “fire’ and “rice field’. - -
But those kanji are not very useful when you need to understand which bus goes to Katsuyama! So

| have been studying hard to learn the kanji and phrases that | see and hear every day by writing

them down in my notebook and then practicing them. My students and coworkers are very helpful

in correcting my Japanese so that | can improve, for which | am very grateful! So, if you meet me,

let’s practice Japanese!

Next time, we’ll talk about what it’s like to eat school lunch with the students, and which foods

were surprising for me!
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